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SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSADOR ANWAR AS MINISTER OF STATE 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

REF: TEHRAN 4453 (NOTAL) 

1. JUNE 1 CAIRO PRESS ANNOUNCED APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSADOR 
MOHAMMAD SAMIH ANWAR AS MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
FOLLOWING BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SUPPLEMENTARY TO THAT IN 
REFTEL IS FROM EMBASSY'S FILES: 

DATE OF BIRTH: 1919 

LATE CAREER: 1959- APPOINTED MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY AT 

EGYPTIAN EMBASSY IN MOSCOW 

1963 - MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY AT EGYPTIAN 
EMBASSY IN LONDON 

1964 - DIRECTOR OF NORTH AMERICAN DEPARTMENT. 

FOREIGN MINISTRY 

1966 (FEB) - DIRECTOR OF MFA'S RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
(SEPT) - APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO KUWAIT 
1968 - HEADED EGYPTIAN DELEGATION TO NON-ALIGNED 
NATIONS CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE. BELGRADE (JULY, 
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- HEADED EGYPTIAN DELEGATION TO NON-ALIGNED 
NATIONS CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE, NEW DELHI 
(MARCH, 1970) 

1970 (NOV) APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO IRAN 

2. COMMENT: CONCUR THAT ANWAR'S MOSCOW SERVICE MAY HAVE BEEN 
CONTRIBUTING FACTOR IN HIS PRESENT APPOINTMENT. PRESENCE OF 
RESPECTED AND CAPABLE DIPLOMAT WITH SOVIET EXPERIENCE AS FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S DEPUTY WILL HELP TO ADIUST WHAT SOVIETS BELIEVE IS 
STRONG PRO-US BIAS IN MFA BROUGH A OUT BY FAHMY HIMSELF FOLLOWING 
HIS APPOINTMENT AS FONMIN LAST NOVEMBER. POSITION OF MINISTER 

OS STATE IS NOT NEW: LAST INCUMBENTS WERE HAFEZ ISMAIL (MARCH 1971) 
AND MURAD GHALEB (SEPTEMBER 1971). IT HAS BEEN ANTICIPATED FOR 
SEVERAL MONTHS THAT POSITION WOULD BE RESUSCITATED IN ORDER TO 
PROVIDE MUCH-NEEDED ASSISTANCE TO FAHMY, BOTH DURING HIS ABSNECES 
FROM CAIRO AND FOR INTERNATIONAL MATTERS FOR WHICH HE HAS 
INCREASINGLY LESS TIME. 

3. AS INCIDENTAL INFORMATION, ANWAR'S SISTER IS MARRIED TO 
ISMAIL SABRI, BROTHER OF ALI SABRI. LATTER IS STILL IN PRISON 
FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT IN MAY, 1971 AFFAIR, BUT RESPRESENTS PASK 
LINK WITH SOVIET UNION. 
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